1965; Brennan, Fritz, and Flynn, 1965; Innes, Gamer, and Stookey, 1967; Wheater, 1967) , and contributed observations on secondary invasion and opportunism (Wheater, 1967; Brennan, Fritz, and Flynn, 1969) . Since the original observations of Jawetz, Pasteurella pneumotropica has been isolated from mice having pneumonia (Gray and Campbell, 1953; Brennan et al, 1965; Weisbroth, Scher, and Boman, 1969) , conjunctivitis, metritis, cystitis, pleural abscess, peritoneal abscess, and dermatitis , together with superficial abscess of the skin, panophthalmitis, and orbital abscess (Weisbroth et al, 1969) . Pneumonia in the rat, hamster, and dog, conjunctivitis in thekangaroo, rat, and otitis, renal abscess, septicaemia, and peritonitis in the dog have also been recorded Table I Comparison ofbiochemical characteristics of Pasteurella pneumotropica I Jawetz (1950) , 2 Hoag, Wetmore, Rogers, and Meier (1962 ), 3 Henriksen (1962 ), 4 Heyl (1963 , 5 Smith and Thal (1965) , 6 Brennan, Fritz, and Flynn (1965) , 7 Wheater (1967) , 8 Weisbroth, Scher, and Boman (1969), 9 Winton and Mair (1969) , 10 Olson and Meadows (1969) Heyl (1963) , Brennan et al (1965) , Wheater (1967) , and Weisbroth et al (1969) ; utilized xylose but not inositol or mannitol. While our own results are in harmony with those of Smith and Thal (1965) , in that neither inositol or xylose were utilized, they differed from all others in the production of small amounts of gas in glucose, sucrose, and trehalose.
Comment
Although in our case Pasteurella pneumotropica was undoubtedly acting as an opportunist invader, the other examples of human infection so far recorded, scanty though they may be, would suggest that its abilities as a primary pathogen should not be underestimated.
